RAILWAY STATION GARDENS BY THE RODA BROTHERS, THE BIRTH OF A NEW LANDSCAPE FORM IN LATE 19th CENTURY ITALY

The brothers Marcellino and Giuseppe Roda were gardeners to the royal family of Savoy. In 1843, after a study trip through Europe, they were appointed as head and deputy head gardeners at the royal park of Racconigi, near Turin. Here they acquired considerable experience and celebrity, allowing them to create several parks and gardens for private and public clients. Amongst their public commissions feature the new gardens designed around railway stations. These followed the development of the railway network, from Turin to Novara, Piacenza, Cremona, Bologna, Carrara…

A new landscape type thus emerged, one which was adopted in most Italian cities, even the smallest. This was the ‘railway garden’ described by Édouard André in his treatise on the art of gardens. It was a « modern » garden with precise aesthetic characteristics and specific symbolic, social and cultural values. The garden and the railway, the railway passengers and the strollers in the garden were threaded together.
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THE ÎLE VERTE : THE SPIRIT OF A GARDEN

The Île Verte (green isle) located at Châtenay-Malabry (Hauts-de-Seine) belongs to the category of artists’ gardens. It was designed during the 19th century by the poet and librettist Jules Barbier (1825-1901) and subsequently owned by the painter Jean Fautrier (1898-1964) who transformed it into an authentic « wild » garden. Starting out from an analysis of the garden’s material structures and its character, and in an approach inspired by phenomenology, the garden is examined in this article as an existential space. The history of the garden is presented in order to understand how it was inhabited and what ideals of life it embodied, particularly during Fautrier’s time.
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AS I SIT, SO DOES MY GARDEN GROW; TOWARDS A TYPOLOGICAL HISTORY OF THE BODY IN THE GARDEN

This article sketches out a typological history of the way bodies inhabit gardens, taking as its point of departure the Virgins in a Garden of Northern European painting during the second half of the 15th century. The sitting posture of the Virgin is examined in relation to the symbolism of the period, the cult of the Virgin Mary and poetic texts. What meanings can be associated with this position, sitting in a garden? Why is the Virgin sitting? Dürer, Bartholomew Van Eyck, the Master of the Embroidered Foliage and many other minor masters depicted the Virgin sitting in a garden, giving her a certain majesty and constancy but also an isolation and slightly disturbing sense of withdrawal which can echo the meaning of the place which is represented. 

And today, when we sit for a moment in a garden, on a bench, in a pergola, a greenery bower, what sentiments come to mind considering the heritage of this rich pictorial tradition?
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A GARDEN DESIGNED BY JEAN-CLAUDE-NICOLAS FORESTIER AT SAINT-CLOUD

As far as we know, the garden situated at 7-9 Avenue Pozzo-di-Borgo at Saint-Cloud, a suburb to the west of Paris, is the only surviving example of a private commission carried out by Jean-Claude-Nicolas Forestier in the Ile-de-France region. It is also one of the last surviving 1930s gardens at Saint-Cloud. It is located on the lower terraces of the former park of the Montretout château, cut through, since 1840, by the tunnel of the Paris-Versailles railway. The garden was designed by Forestier and executed by the Roussel firm between 1926 and 1928 for Alice Stern, a painter who suffered from a physical handicap and who had purchased a house on the site, built in 1919 to the designs of the architect Georges Bénezech. One of the features of this garden is the considerable amount of earthwork carried out in its realisation, including a double retaining wall, which serves as a foundation for a paved slab on which there is a pergola. At the end of the pergola, a corner pavilion offers views over the whole of Paris. The restoration of the pergola, the flowerbeds and the rose garden is presently under way. The garden was given statutory historic monument protection in September 2006.
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THE GROTTO OF THE LA BARTHE WOOD

Guy du Faur was a humanist with numerous talents. He was a diplomat, a member of the Parlement, a chancellor of the Queen of Navarre and a gifted writer ; his text Les Quatrains has earned its place in posterity. He was also a lover of nature with tastes and culture that led him to build a « maison à bouteille » in the small La Barthe wood, belonging to the estate of the château of Pibrac. This « bottle house » probably dates from 1550 to 1580. The house was designed according to the « latest fashion » in architectural terms and, more generally, in accordance with the world of art during the 16th century. Inspiration came from the royal court, in particular the château of Fontainebleau, then under construction, the château of Pau, buildings in Italy or other works of architectural vulgarisation of the period, notably Jacques Androuet Du Cerceau’s Les Plus Excellents Bastiments de France. The interior of the building comprised both an artificial grotto and a room set aside for thermal baths. The decoration was apparently close to that of the paintings and woodwork decorating the « Cabinet des Quatrains », which was located in one of the corner towers of the castle. This architectural ensemble devoted to the pleasures of country life has disappeared today, but its general appearance is known to us from an inventory drawn up in 1676 and a model constructed after some archaeological excavations carried out in 1900. 
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X-RAY OF A GARDEN, THE ESTATE OF PORTABERAUD AT MOZAC (PUY-DE-DÔME)
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